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rests with the goddosa. She is ackod, whils in posceasion, whether she
wighes the dance to be porformed for her, and if peopla do not wish to
do so that ;i-art.iculnr year, they ntt@t to persuade her to allow theil
to dance the following ysar, After the goddess has givea her decision,
she cures those who are in need of cars and then departs. The people
gatbared at her shrine continue to clean and divide the meat, and toward

the end of tha afternocon, thoy send portions of it to every family in
the villege and leave the shrine,

Biadvi Sat Jogran

The Bhadvl Bat Jaegran taokes place on the sixth night and seventh
morning of the month of Dhadra (August-September), It is considered the
most importent jagran of the year and is held in all the villsge temples.
The ceremcny is conducted in the pame manner as described in the last
chapter and is in honor of all the geds,

Saurd
The Cauvri dance, held every two or three years by the people of

- Ratakote, seems to be of local origin, The Maharenaof Udaipur intro-
duced a festival to Gauvri (an .ult.em.nte nams for Paravati) in Udaipur
at the beginning of the last century, It was hsld in the month of
Vaisakh (April-lay; see Tod 1829:h54,460). Tha Dhile living in villeges
near Udaipur began a dance to Gauvri, but apperently timed the dance

to coincide with the worship of villege goddesses in the month of
Madra (August-Oeptember), The dance isnowa coumon feature of the
cercmonial cycls for villogep.of the Udaipur area. tut is not performed

as far south as Khorwarna.
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For the villepors Cauvrl is a major undartaking requiring great
expsnditure of money and time, Dofore Iekhi, the village elders dis-
cuss prospects for undertaking the dance, and if the crops scem abundant
and tha year a preeporcus ons, they usunlly agree to have it., Thay
discuss where they will get the money to buy the dance costuzss and
other necessary paraghernalia, and when that important problem is
solved, a tailor from Hegar, or mors recently the Sudhu tailor in the
village, is mumoned snd the villagers who are to plsy rpecial parts
in the dance aro notified,

They next build a emall wooden platfornm (paTil) on & hill in the
middle of tha villags and cover thia with a red cloth. At Dharal lata
Puja, the goddess 1z told that if zhe will take responeibility for the
safety of the cattls and keep disease from the villags, the villagars
will dance Cauvri for her, &ha agrees to this cond giﬁa her bleasirg
to tha dance, After thie, her participation is not nscessary but .
ehe frequently possesses a bbhopa at har platform and in other villoges
vhen the dancers are on tour. On the poventh day following Rakhi
(Bhadra 7 dsrk) the villoge headman calls a mseting of all the hzads
of housahold to pass out costumss to the principals of the dance and
to urge each family to sond ous of its members to dance. The Lholl
1s algo present at this time, for he will go with tho dance group from
then on as drumwer,

On ths next day, the dancers donce all day at & central place in
the village and on the day followlng they move to a npot in Hamli Pipli

phala where they édsnce for onother day. Then tho group leaves the
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villago and tours a number of coomunities within a twenty-five mile
radius of Ratakote. The group remains awny from the villngs, returne
ing on tho fourteenth of Mwdra (light) for a rest and to bs presont at
the beginning of a nauratra cerewony hold as part of Gauvri, DParley
seed 18 planted near the platform to Dharal Mata, and ceremonies per-
taining to the planting are held, On the following day, the dance
group again lesves to tour wearby villages, finally reaching the sere
vice village of Kagar on the seventh day of the dark fortnight of
Ashivan (September-October). Thay dance for tha Rajputs and Mahajans
of Negar on the following day, along with dance groups from other Ehil
villsges which are performing that particular year, and at the end of
the day, they procure a decorated pottery elaphant (hathl) frcm the
Rmar (potter) traditionnlly ascociated with the village and corry this
back to Ratskote in the evening, On the ninth of Ashivan, the goddess'
platform is moved to the central dancing place and the elephant is put
next to it for everyone to admire, Tha barley shoots are cut end
immersed in tho streom near the cremation grounds, and the olophant

is also loft by the strecam, At the doncing ground a Luffalo is made
of wheat dough and the dancers symbolically kill it, each vying with
the other to grab handfuls of the dough, which they eat later, The
dance is then performsd for the last time nround the rezains of the
buffalo, this time in the oppoaite direction to "umwind" Gauvri. With

this the dance is officially over and people settle down to entertaining
guests,
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The O_uwrl dance group includea a number of apecifioc dance rolas:
there is & bhopa and several pujaras; there are two hereditary thurios
{mmtorl] ona of whom weara a decorated wooden mask and carries a
wooden sword, and another who carries a wocden axo; thsre ars two
bereditary rale, or men dressed as wcmon to reprosent the goddess
Ounri; there is a largs growp of k=las (players) who form the main
body of the dance group; and there is a Dholi drummer and anotber man,
usually any one of the dancers, wvho plays on a brass plate, PEefore
the group reachss a villege in which it intonds to dance, two of its
members wearing anklse bells go on ahsad to give bil leaves to tha
headman of the village as an invitation to him end to his villags to
attend thes dance. Tha village Balayi, if there is ona, announces the
imminent arrival of the dance group and his warning serves as a eignal
for peopls to prepare food to be given the group vhen it arrives later.
The dance group arrives in the evening, its members walking in singla
file, wearing-ankle bells and led by ons of their mumber who carries
a pennant on & bamboo pols, Tha group is housed by the host villagén
wvherever there is room, and food is brought to them,

On the following dey at about noon, the dancers prepare to perform.
Tboy‘put on their costures and inform an elder from the host village
that they ere ready. A goneral announcemsnt to this effect is colled
throughout the villags, and peopls quickly gather at the place whers
the dance is to be hald, The dencers walk in single file onto the dance
ground, face enst, and bow, Thelr bhopa drives an iron trident into

the ground, fixes tho group pennant next to it, builds a firs to tho
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goddess, and sits down with the pujaras, Ths other dencers begin to
walk ..mund this altar area in a counterclockwise direction and the
bhurias walk back and forth on the north side of the circls and begin
the parration of a story.

The Gauvri dancors dance eight or ton soparate dances or "sets".
Each has its own theme and its own maln characters who dress especially

for the parts, and often the story is designed to be comical, Beveral

sets show the Bails o3 robbers making off with the goods of Mahajans,
the latter pretending to be very brave when ths robbers are not present

tut running with fright when they appoar, Ona dance is about tha "king

of Delhi" who usually turns out to bs drasssd like an English admin-
istrator. Other atorlea parcdy sadhu holy men, who proféss their
dediuiiontogodinlmﬂtemtothncwvd, end then turn around
to ckase girls and drink liguor, Bpirit pouea-uion is also a target

of their Ini:’th as aro villags headmen ard the relationship between

busband and wife, The worth of a particular Gauvrl dance perty is

Judged differently in different Ihil villeges. Tha people of Ratakote

appreciate good expressive dencing and tend to be critical of a dance
party which relies too heavily on verbal slapstick and bizazrrely
dressed characters, Peopls of other villsges, however, seem to be

turning to this sort of horseplay, and Ratakote villogers appear cone
servative by comparison.

¥Vhen the dance is over, the rais and burias stand before the head-
mah of the hoat village and receive from him a payment of from four to
twenty rupees, The heedman givea the pgroup an mmount in excosa of what

]
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the beadmon of the dance group's villaga gave the dance party froam
the host community in the previcus year, In this way, just as with
mth‘,nt weddings, villages remain obligoted to exchanges dance parties,
The system hn.s the effect of linking a great mumbor of villages, although
the link frequantly serves ¢nly to maintain thes dance relationship
and doas not necessorily guarantes cordial rslations between the villages,
The dance algo has the effect of bringing togsther kin living in
different villeges, Dence groups usually dance at villsges into which
peopls of the dance group's commmunity have married their dsughters or
from vhich thoy have taken their wives., Cauvri tends to reaffirm such
relationshipa by having assoclated with it geveral occasions which
feature the presentation of gifts and the extension of hospitality
betwean kin. When a dance party is dancing in a commnity other than
its own, the raias of tha party are fod by their "sisters," actually
girlas who were originally from the dance party's villags. Later, at
Hagar end following the end of nauratra ceremony, guests flock to tha
villages whoss inhabitants have danced that year, bringing with them
sweet balls and clothing for all their relatives there. Because they
must be enlortalned in turn by thelr hosts with meat and ldquor,
Gauvri is an expensive occasion. Even if people do not travel to see
their relotives in the villeges which have performed the danco, they
sond along the necespary gifts with others. The last days of Cauvri
are marked by great excitement throughout ths Bhil area ercupd Walpur,
Many poople, dresoed in their best clothes and corrying their weepons,

go traveling froa villoge to villago, often sleylng with thelr relatives,
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Many of the men remain perpetually drunk, and everybody seems to enjoy
himself thoroughly.

Nauratra,

Feuratra' (literally nine nights) is ono of the most important roli-
gious ceremonies held in Ratakoto. It may not occur every year becauss
villagers foel that it is only necessary to perform it in a year when
crops are poor or disesse is rasmpant and there is particular need to
propitiate the gods and to enlist their help. In this sense, the
ceremony 1s a sacrifice in itgelf, In Northern India Nauratra is dedi-
cated to the worship of Durga, the dark aspect of Siva's corisort, and
is pometimen called the Durgapujs (Crooke 1926: 237; Monisr-Williams
1891:431), although in rural caste villages the ceremony may taks on
an entirely local flavor (see Lewis 1958: 215-217). In Ratakote, Hauratra
is a ceremony of general curing and prediction, and sghares at least the
latter attribute with the ceremony as it is practiced in naighboring
caste villagag. The custom of planting seed and observing the growth
of barley shoots in order to predict the nature of the rains for the
ceming year is likewlce found locally in both castes and Phil villages.
The very frequent spirit possession which mnrks Fhil observances 1is,
however, not found in caate villages.

Neuratra begins on tha first day of the light fortnight of Achivan
(9eptember-October) end ends on the ninth, On the firat day of the
cerenony, the bhopas and village olders assemble at every village templs,
and the templa idols are wnshed with water, A mixture of ghes and bil
leaves i opplicd to the novo of each image as o woy of inviting

him to the cercmony, Noxt the bhopa makes a fire in the altar fire




