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reatl vith tha soodoso, She 111 &ell.od , "rrhil..a in poooaoe.ion, \lhotber ohe 

Yiohoo the dAnce to bo porformed ! or her, Md it peoplo d:l not \li nh to 

do 110 thnt particul.D.r yr.o.r, they 1\ tter.\Pt to perruo.de her to illov the~ . 
to dance the foll<nO.na year, After the goddoes has giv~ her decision, 

the aw:ee those vbo are in neell of care ond then dcp&rts. Tho people 

gatbarod at her ohrine continuo to' cloo.n o.nd divide the ~at , e.nd. tO'o!llrl1 

tb.e end ot the o.!'ternoon, t!wy nend portions of it to ~ery family in 

1b e village arx1 l..aave tho shrine , 

Sladvi Sat Jngrnn 

Tho mwJvi Sat Jagrtul to.Ms plAce on the sixth night o.nd seventh 

mo.tning of tho month of Bhatlra (Allgust-Septecl>er). It 1s conoidered the 

moat i.Elportnnt jasran of the yenr e.nd is held 1n all the v~ge W,;>l..as , 

'nla ceremony 1s col)::lu.cted in the os.mo ma.'mcr as deccri~ in the l.D.st 

chapter e.rd. ill in honor or ill the gods. 

Gnuvri 

The Ge.uvri dAnce, held every tYO or three yenra by the people or 

·. Ratoltote, Gef'.lll4 t o be Of locn). Origin, The 1-'.Aharnna O f lJd41pur intro• 

duced a feativo.l to Gauvri (an a.l.tenw.te lUIIIle f or Paraveti) in UdAipur 

at the beg1nnil'1g or the l.Aat century, It was held in the cx:>nth ot 

Vaiaa.kh (April-May; ~e Tod 1B29:1154,46o). The Dhilo llvi113 in vil.Ugoa 

near Udo.ipur begQn 1\ dl\nce to Gnuvri, \Jut npparcntly timc<l tho diiJl<:!l 

to coiric.i.da vith the wrahip ot villngo goddes11es in thr: I!IOnth ot 

Illllldra. (Augunt-Dapterabcr), .Tho dAnco is nowo. cOt:non !enture ot the 

ccrcrnonial cyclll for villo.(~C D . or the Udaipur o.rea : but 1B not· perronnt:d 

0.11 fo.r nout h ao IOlOiill\l"l\o 



lor tho vi~ora 0<\UVTi 11 a major \lnderh}dJtg requiri.hg areat 

expend.i turo ot roney I.Od tilroo3, Ila!oNJ Ilt-.khi, the v1l.l.t:4te e lders dis

cuu pro~cta for W'lde.rtakioo tho d.Mco, and if the crop a ac~ abu."lde.nt 

aod .tba yesr a pros~rous one, they UC\Ul..Uy agree to hllve it, Tiley 

41acuu Where they vill (iOt the l!lCney to buy tho dance C04t'U::I3a end 

other necusary paro.phernilla, aoo when that ~orto.nt problem il 

aolved, a tailor fran llr..go.r, or 1!:0%'8 recently. tba S\ldhu Wlor 1n tbe 

Tilla8e, 1.s ll\lllillCined CJ'ld the vi~era 'Who aro to pl..sy rJPeci&l parts 

1.n the dance aro not1t1e\\. 

They next build & l!mll.ll vooden plllttorl:l (p:iTli) on Q hill 1n tbo 

Jdddle ot tba vil.le.ge and cover th1a vith a red cbth. At ~ l~t& 

Fuja, the goMeua 1a told that it the vi.ll truu1 rcaponuibllity for the 

utoty ot th.3 cattle and keep dioeaso tro:n the vill8ge, the vill.Asera 

vill da.tu:o Geuvri for her, Sho ~eo to this c.nd. gi~a her bleal)ir..$ 

to the dance. ~r thie, har pe.rticip_"'.tion is not necceca.ry but ·. 

ebe fi'aquently poone11soa a. bbopa at her platform and. in other vill.o.eea 

Yhen tho &ncero are on tour, On the I!OVcnth ~ !oll..wing fukhi 

(lll4dra 7 dark) tbe vill.o.se b.c.w1man calla a ll'.!leting or nll the h ~lltll 

ot boueebold to p0.1111 out coDt~a to the principals ot tM dMce e.nd 

to ":l'S& oacll fDJ!lily to tJ;)rx1 ou~ ot 1 ta membora to dAnce. The Ihol1 

111 alao pre~nt at thia time, tor ba vill so vith tho dance group trcm 

then on aa d.ru!Jmor, 

On tho next day, the de.ncora d.nnco a.l.l day &t e. centr.U pla.co in 

the Y1l..l.a.¥,.o and on tho dny !ollovlng thoy oovc to a npot in l!.l.'Ull Plpll 

phnlA YM>O th~y @nee for o.notlu:r dllJ, Tl'llm tho eroup leaves the 
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vil.l.a8o an4 t.oura ·a nUIIIber ot ccrmunitioa within a tl111nty-t1ve IIUlo 

radiua ot n,.tclu>te . Tho group rel:laina &.\lll.Y !rom the v11.l.l4)e, Hturn-

ing on tho fourteenth or Illu:uire. (ll&llt) tor a rut IUld to be p::-eaont a.t 

the bea1.nn.ins ot a na.untra ceN:ZDO~ ~ld aa P6J"t or Oe~.uvr1. Darley 

Ned 11 planted ncar the p.lo.ttorm to DhAral l·:O.t.a, ~ cer~ea per

ta.1nizlg to th.e plantizl8 are hAtld. On tho !ollovin(; day, the da.nee 

sx-ouP agAin leavoa to tour ~ee.rby vilJ..l4;ea, tine.l.ly r11aching tho ser

vice ~e ot Naaa.r on the 11evnnth do.y ot the d&rlt rort.n1ght ot 

Aahivan. (Se~embor..OCtober). They dD.nce t or the RAJputa and 11.4ha.jaru~ 

at !agar on the tol.low1ng da.y, along Yith dance grou.pa !rca other Ehl.l 

Tillagoa Yhich t.r1l pe.rfonning that piU'ticular year' oM. at the end or 

tbe da)', they procure a decorated J)?ttery elephtu\t (b&th!) t:recl the 

!\!mar (potter) tr<'..A.it1onally 1!.4r>Oei.ate4 Yith tbe Y1.l.l.aoe and corry thia 

baek to Ratekoto in tho evening. en the ninth or Mhiwn, the goddess• 

platform 1a lllOVed to the ce.ntral dancing place and tho ele_.,hant ia put 

next to 1t· tor everyone to~. Tba barley ehoota are cut end 

bmoraed 1n tho stream ncar tho cremation grou.OOs, and the olaphllnt 

ia Alao lert by tlui atrca~~~. At the do.zlcing groum • bu!t&l.o 1a made 

ot llbco.t dough and the dancer. symbolically kill it, each vying Yitb 

tbo other to gre.b ba.ndtula or the douall, vhlch they eat l.llter. Tho 

dlUice 1a then performed tor the lo.ot tilM around the re!2.1Ila or the 

bu.ttal.o, thia time 1n the op_poaite cHrection to "Ulnlind" Gnuvri. With 

this the dance io o!ticinlly over and pcoplo act~lo down to en~ertaining 

gue11ts. 



~ Oauvri dnnco group 1neluUoa a number or 8pee1C1o dane• roleat 

t.Mrt 11 a bbopG lfd aovcrAl puJo.ru 0 thoro are tvo heredit&ry bhtu-Tn• 

(1\A.n"11.tora) one ot wan veara a decorated vooden !Malt Md ea.rriu a 

wooden svoro, end anotbor 'llbo carrie a & YOC<le!l oxo; th'ro are tvo 

hereditary rifa, or ~n dresoed aa 'lallCn to repro5ent the gOOdus 

Ot.uvri> there 11 a large grou,p or lteliia (pl.ayeu) vho tom the min 

body of tbo dence ~; and there 11 a Dboll dr\ul:mer and e.ootber IIDJl, 

~ anr one o! the dancera, vho plbya on a brnu plate, 'ee!or11 

the grol.1l) ~~ a vi~e in vhlch it 1nt®ds to dance, t1r-> ot ita 

~ra well.ricg 8Jlkle bella so on ah!cd to giw bil lea.vee to the 

headman. of the v1114.ge as an 1.nvitation to hiln aM. to hit villc.g~?. to 

attend the dance. ~ vi~e B&l.ayi, 1f there 1a one, announces the 

iminent arr1 val of the dance group IW1 hi a varn1ng lleiYe a a a a a.1gn.ni 

tor peoplo to prepare food to be giwn the group \then it arrivea lAter. 

Tba dance group a.rrivea in tho evening, ita IJ)tlllbora walld.na in lingle 

file, vea.ring··ank.J.e bella and led by one of their number wo carries 

& pennant on 1\ b41Dboo pols, The group 11 housed by the boat villag~ra 

wherever there 1a roan, and food 1e brouiht to them, 

Oo the folloving day a.t about noon, the dancers prepc.re to perform. 

'l'bcy put on t.hoir costumoo Md inform an el..Mr fran the h.out vill.dge 

th&t they are rea4y. A general. e.nnouncemant to thio effect 11 cCLll.ed 

througll.Out the vi~, o.nd peopls quicluy gather a.t the place 11h.ero 

the dance 1e to be htlld. Tho dcncora -walk in d~lo file onto tho dcnce 

ground., fti.Ce e1urt., and bOI(, Their bhOfX\ drives an iron trident into 

tho ground, fixes tho group penno.nt next to 1t, builds a fir:: to tho 



1oM.eu. and dta dovn rltb tho pujo.ro.a, The other dancera 'be61n to 

v&lk arouJ)(1 thi• alt.a.r e.No. in a. counterclocltrloo d.Ucction anl the 

bhuriu valk l>Aclt end forth on the nortb aide of the c1rcl.A- tJld" begin 

the narrtt.tion of a ctory. 

'l'ba O&uvr1 dAncer a dance ei(tht or tou c;opa.c~te dancoa or "not.". 
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E&cb hu ita Q\111 tbellle and its O'rlll aai.n cbara.ctora 'Who dr.eaa e!Specia.l..ly 

tor the parts, an4 otten the .tory 11 deoigo.ed to be comictJ., Several 

.,t~; lbCJV the SliU AO robberl ~~~&kill& Off vith the eocda ot M3hajMit 

the Wter pret.cod.1.ng to be very brave lltlen the robbers ue not preaeot 

but ruilll1n3 vith triobt lfbeo they c.pp;la.r . ~ dance 1a about the "king 

ot Delhi" vb;) usual.l.y tu.rna out ~ be d.N11~d l1.lte M £n&lhh rulmin· 

iatrator. Ot.ber otoTiea parody ~ hol.y 1nen• wo pro!ha their 

do4icat1on to god 1n loud term.tl to tho erowd• and then turn around 

to clt.&M g1ru and drink liquor. Spirit pooauo1on 1a e..l.ao ,.. tuget 

Cit tbeir m1.ith u aro vi~o he~ nod tho rel6t1onahip betveon 

buabe.od and vife, The worth ot a partic\llAr Gauvri dance puty is 

judged ditterently 1n different Ilhil vi~es. '1'b& peopu or Rato.ltote 

appreciate good expreaa!vo dancing nnd to~d to be critical uf a dance 

party vbicb relies too beltvily on verbo.l. lllOl'aticlt a.n:1 bif.!IZ'l'oly 

dreased chara.ctcra. People or other vil.l.Agea. hovevor • a.eem to be 

turning to thia sort or horaeplo.y • and lto.tt~..'tolo vil.l.c.-.gera llppou con• 

aervat1ve by c~iaon. 

When the dance 1a over, the raio and bur14a atand be! oro tho bead· 

mah or the h.oat v1llo.go e.rd receive trocn him a. po.,yment of from tour to 

twnty rttpeea, Tho hc6.dmo.n g1vcll tho uroup an n:nount in oxcoua o! wt111.t 

can.WJSZNPJJ . . .. --. 
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UM bo&dmo.n of the do.nca group 1 1 'Jil.lll.go g&ve tho dnnce p!\rty from 

the bout com:wUty in the provious yo~. In tlua vay, jullt u vit.'l 

I!Utb,at vodd.1nga, vill..aaa• res:l&1n oblJ.ao.ted to exchange &nee parties. 
' 

The l)'.tem hM the ertect of l.1nki.ng a great numbor or ~a, tU.thouah . 

the Unit frequently Gorvee only to roint&.in the danctt relatio.oahip 

'fbo dance e.l.Go bat the e.ffect ot brillgina together kill living 1n 

different Yill.e.8oa. DGnce groupe U#UAll.y dMce at vi~ea in~o Vhlcb 

people of the dance group' a cc:cm.url.ty bs.~ 1114rrlad their d.augbtera or 

traa 'llhicb they ta.ve token trutir Yivoa. Gcuvri teoda to rutti.nl such 

relati~pe by be;ving u aoeie.ted Yith it aevural occasion• 'Which 

feature the preaent&tion or aUt• &lld the extsnsion ot hoapitallty 
. . 

betve~ kin. When a dance ~J 1a dAncing 1.n a co=ity othor tb.o.n 

ita wn, the raia ot tho p(U"ty are red by their "aistera," o.c~ 

girla 1lbo vere orig1.IIally t ro111 tho dance pe.rty'l' villag~. Lc.tor, at 

ll8giU' and tol..l.avin8 tllCJ c.od or rwlr&tr~ cere:oony • ~ tsta t l.oclt to the 

vill.agu llboae 1nhab1~e have 4anced th&t yeu, brJ.noing 'With them 

aveet balla and clothing t or ell. their relatives there, llecawse they 

muat be u,-:..,rtalnod in turn by their hoots with 11\!nt Md liquor, 

O.uvr1 1a an expensive OCCG.Dion. Even 1f people do "not travel to eee 

their relAtives in the vi~ea llbicb bava performed the <14nco, they 

a end along tho noceaoo.ry sifts vi th others. Tho lut days of Ca.uvri 

are marked by great excitemont thrOJS}'.out the ~11 areo. arourd Waipur. 

Many poopl.e, dreeocd in their best clothes or.d co.rrying their veapona, 

go traveling frorll viilDGo to v111A{>;o, often ut.P~l\3 vith their r e latives, 



Many ot tho 1110n rtt:ltl.ln J><!rpet.u.o..lly c!.runk, o.nd everybody ceel'la to enJoy 

hJ.Jn.le 1t thoroughly. 

Nauratra, 

Nauratr~ ' (lit.crally nine nights) is ono or the· moat ~rtant reli

gious ceremonies held in &tAltoto. It JnllY' not oc.cur eV1!ry yee.r beco.use 

vi.l.l.agera !eel tbo.t it ie ofll¥ necessary to perform it in a year lthen 

crops are l?oor or disease ill rampant and there 1a partieu.l.Ar need to 

propitiate the gode and to enlist their help. In this sense, the 

ceremony .is a sacrifice in itoelt. In Northern India Nsv.ratra 1a dedi· 

caud to the worllh.ip of Durga, the d.arlt aspect of Siva's eo~sort, and 

11 eomotimea called the I>ul-gapuja (Crooke 1926: 237; ~!onior..Williama 

1891:431) , although in rural. c~t.o vil.l..D.goa the ceramo!1)' cay t.ar..e on 

an entirol.y local !l.a.vor (eee Lewis 1958: 215-217). In R.?.takote 1 llauratra 

1a & ceremony of eeneral curins an4 prediction, and aluN s at lea.at the 

latter attribute Yith tho cer~ny ao it io practiced in n~igbboring 

caste vill.agos. The custom or plAnting oeed and observir.g the grwth 

or barley llhoota in order to predict the Jl:l.ture or the ro.ins for the 

coming year io lir~~ce found locally in botb caste and Ehil villages. 

The very frequent spirit poooe11sion which lMrks Ehil ob:;ervancu is, 

hovever 1 oot found in caote vill.agea. 

Nauratra begins on the tirat day or the light fortnight of Achivan 

(Deptember-October) end endo on the ninth. On the !irat day of tho 

eereroony, the bho.[lds o.nd villa~e oldoro oooel'llllle o.t ovory villo.ae templo, 

and the t<llllple idolo a.re 'llt\tlhcd \11th linter. A tnixture of ghee and bil 

leaveo 1o UI>Plied to the nouo or ench ~e as a '\lay or invitina 

hi.rn to the cerca.ony, Next tho bhopo. mokoo a fire in the a.ltiU' tiro 


